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very nearly destroyed by the very idea which it
originally suggested; true virtue becomes impossible.
Or such a mind, depending upon Scriptures too
exclusively, may forget their moral foundation, and
so lose all sense of doing good disinterestedly.   Its
creed then becomes " an isolated terrific tenet/5
which may work all manner of hideous deformity.33
The whole structure of creation is  so designed
as  to  make men sound moralists.    Why is the
physical world so utterly irrelevant to the ethical,
so  full  of unmeaning ingenuity  and  cleverness?
It is a mere screen, a passing show to divert the eye.
It is a-moral in order that it may distract our atten-
tion from heaven and hell,  and lead us to act
without anticipation of ultimate reward or punish-
ment.    Why is human life so pitifully short?    If
men lived forever the consequences of good and
evil would become so clear as to make a free, dis-
interested   attitude   impossible.     " The   physical
world now rewards what we may call the physical
virtues, and punishes what we may call the physical
vices/333    On pain of ill health and legal punish-
ment, it teaches moderation, prudence, courage,
pertinacity, and civic restraint.    It inculcates the
preparatory virtues, and produces the sound-bodied,
moderate, careful pagan out of which the good
Christian must be developed.     Why is the bulk of
mankind apparently so completely bereft of any
real significance?   Why is it that they " lead a life
in great part neither good nor evil, neither wicked
nor   excellent"?     Why   are   they   so   torpid,   so
" decent   in   their   morals,   respectable   in   their
manners, stupid in their conversation "?ss   To be
sure, in order that the few may do good  dis-